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‘Scientology here... : 


‘¢¢ 8 ByToniHouse 9. 
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The U.S. Court of Appeals has up- 
held the legality of a government 
séarch warrant used last summer.to 
stize hundreds of documents during 
a.raid on the Founding Church of 


The court’s action, which over- 


turns a lower court finding that the 


_ .Watrant was unconstitutional, opens 


ie. way for: the continuation of ‘a 
grand jury probe into allegations the 
church. conspired to infiltrate such 
agencies as the Justice Department 
and the Internal Revenue Service in 
order to steal confidential documents 
through break-ins and other means, 


‘and, in one case, to bug a high-level 
-IRS staff meeting, 


The appeals panel of U.S. Circuit 
Judges Roger Robb and George E. 
MacKinnon and Chief Customs and 
Patents Appeals Judge Howard T. 
Markey unanimouslu ruled that Dis- 


trict Chief Judge William B, Bryant 
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was wrong in finding the 35-page 
Search warrant unconstitutionally - 
broad.) Mier Sarre ag 

~BRYANT’S JULY 27 ruling fol-* 
lowed simultaneous raids July 8 on, 
the Founding Church at 2521 S St. NW’ 


“ €y 
“ aiee 


- and church headquarters in Los An- 


geles. Since Bryant’s decision, two: 


boxes of documents taken’ herd have - 


been under court seal, hit the ap-: 
peals court ordered them returned to. 


- issués, which include the propriety of | 
the way FBI agents carried out the- 
search; whether all the documents. 
- seized were within the scope of the 

, Search; and whether the information 
on which the warrant was based was 

. too old to be valid. ote 

.:. In California, a federal judge also 

-.sealed a more voluminous collection. 
of Scientology documents taken there 
because, he said, he was compelled { 
to follow Bryant's ruling. A govern-. 


‘church attorneys raised a number of car ee 


“ask Bryant to rule on the other 


the government immediately so that 
grand jury proceedings can continue. .”. 
In their motions before Bryant, . 


-ment attorney said the government | 
will now move.to have those docu- 


ments releasedas well - 


objections to the raid, but Bryant .: 
chose to rule only on the issue of . 

whether the warrant was too general “cursory” examination of the docu- 
under the Fourth Amendment guar-. ‘ments taken here and noted that they. 


antee against unreasonable search included “apparently original docu.” 
a “. ments fromthe Internat Revenue 


in 
€als court said that i 


and seizure, .: 
Hugh Wilhere, a church spokes-. Service’ and “copies o entra 
man, said yesterday the church will. Intelligence Agency documents 


mar A i 
r __Jn his July ruling, Bryant_had 
Called the last section of an otherwise. _ 
highly detailed warrant a: “wild | 
card” because it referred to “any - 
and all. . . evidence at this time un. 
known of the crimes of cons iracy, 
‘obstruction of justice and theft of - 
government property.” Bryant. said - 
the warrant “permitted seizure - of.’ 
anything atall.” 2 ws ts anit 
+. The appeals court, however, said- 
‘Bryant overlooked the rest of the SeCe ~ 
tion in question: “which facts recited”: 
in the accompanying affidavit make ; 
out.” This phrase, the court said, * 
brought the warrant into compliance ; 
with the latest Supreme Court ruling. 4 
- The search warrant was based on-: 
evidence given to the FBI by Michael - 
‘Meisner, a former top church official | 
‘who admitted taking part in break. | 
‘ins at the U.S. attorney’s office here. 4 
Meisner, according to an FBI affidae: 
-vit, had escaped “house arrest” in } 
‘the church's Los Angeles headquar-- 
‘ters in order to turn-himself in here 
‘and tell his story. -i:.: : : 
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